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President Clinton. Republicans in the
House or the Senate?

Q. In the House.

President Clinton. Well, the House voted
a great amount of money for crime preven-
tion, and all of the law enforcement groups
asked for it. The people who are out there
on the front lines of law enforcement want
to give these kids something to say yes to,
as well as something to say no to. We provide
tougher penalties, more money for jails.
Surely we can also provide some money in
these areas that have been devastated eco-
nomically, devastated by the breakdown of
family and community, to give these kids a
future.

And somebody’s always got a reason not
to do this. As Leon said earlier today, there’s
something wrong when the Congress takes
6 years to pass a crime bill and the average
violent criminal is out of prison in 4 years.
We have debated all this. Let’s vote on it,
vote the bill, and not take any more time
getting it implemented.

Q. What are you telling House Members
in your phone calls to them, sir? And do you
think you've got it nailed down? Do you think
you have the vote nailed down tomorrow?

President Clinton. I don’t know; we're
working hard. You know, we’ve got the NRA
against us, and we've got a lot of other issues
out there. But we're doing our best to win.
And the American people are with us. The
future of the country clearly would be better
if we passed this crime bill.

Nagorno-Karabakh

Q. Mr. President, how do you feel about—
[inaudible]—Russian peacekeeping troops in
Nagorno-Karabakh——

President Clinton. It depends on what
they want. If the parties agree to it, and there
were clear CSCE safeguards so that we had
the right sort of oversight in the process, and
the parties agreed to it, then the United
States would not object.

Q. What do you think about that, Presi-
dent Ter-Petrosyan? Would you favor Rus-
sian peacekeeping troops in Nagorno-
Karabakh?

President Ter-Petrosyan. We are inter-
ested in the soonest establishment of peace.
And | think that the most important in this
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issue is the establishment of peace itself and
not who will do that.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. Are you happy with the Russian role
as mediators in Nagorno-Karabakh? Are you
happy with the American role, or anything
you would like to be changed?

President Clinton. Well, what I'm happy
about is that the parties have agreed to a
cease-fire and they're talking directly. And
if they agree among themselves to a peace
arrangement, if it involves the Russians, if
it involves the CSCE, the United States
would be inclined to support the ultimate
agreement if the parties agree. What we want
is to have a peace, and we want to then help
to rebuild Armenia and to support the devel-
opment of the entire area.

Aid to Armenia

Q. President Clinton, will you be continu-
ing humanitarian aid to Armenia?

President Clinton. Yes, The United
States will have a very significant aid package
this year.

NoTe: The exchange began at 5:45 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Chief of Staff Leon Pa-
netta. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of this exchange.

Statement on Most-Favored-Nation
Trading Status for China

August 9, 1994

I am committed to pursuing a sensible pol-
icy towards China that vigorously promotes
the full range of U.S. interests in China, in-
cluding improved human rights. We look for-
ward to working with Congress toward these
ends in the future.

NoTE: This statement was included in a statement
by the Press Secretary on House of Representa-
tives action to continue most-favored-nation trad-
ing status for China.



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Aug. 9

Proclamation 6713—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 1994

August 9, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Growth and development in the minority
business community are crucial to the social
fabric, as well as to the overall economy, of
this Nation. While racial and ethnic minori-
ties constitute over 26 percent of the total
U.S. population—a proportion that is con-
stantly growing—minority citizens continue
to be underrepresented in commerce and in-
dustry.

This lack of representation results in losses
of opportunities and in losses to the Amer-
ican economy. This can and must be rec-
tified. Every individual has a contribution to
make and deserves to participate fully in the
public and private sectors of the United
States, without regard to racial or ethnic ori-
gin.

Minority business development is an es-
sential element in helping to enable every
American to become a full participant in the
economic life of our country. Minority entre-
preneurs often face tremendous odds on the
road to success. However, the assistance and
encouragement of our Government is avail-
able to all of our citizens. This includes up-
to-date information regarding market oppor-
tunities, increased capital for business expan-
sion, advice and experience in business man-
agement, and recognition of the quality
goods and services minority-owned firms can
provide.

Commerce in America is at a watershed:
to achieve economic security, we must elimi-
nate old ways of doing business and initiate
practices that are inclusive. Discriminatory
and exclusionary practices have no place in
our Nation. Ours has always been a society
comprised of minorities; diversity is our
strength. And everyone must be included in
this country’s economic team.

We are definitely on the right track, as the
economic policies of this Administration have
already resulted in renewed economic
growth that has generated 3.5 million new
private-sector jobs for our citizens. And with
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the unemployment rates of our minority citi-
zens showing improvement as well, this
means we are producing more jobs for those
Americans who have too often been excluded
from the mainstream of our society. But
more remains to be done, and we will need
to look to minority businesspeople to become
a cornerstone of an urban renaissance, creat-
ing even more jobs where we most need
them. Minority business development is one
place where a small investment can yield tre-
mendous dividends.

Minority Enterprise Development Week
highlights the benefits of commercial and
economic expansion for minorities and offers
us an opportunity to acknowledge the grow-
ing number of successful minority entre-
preneurs and to pledge support for contin-
ued growth.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Octo-
ber 9 through October 15, 1994, as “Minority
Enterprise Development Week.” | call on
the people of the United States to recognize
the contributions that minority-owned busi-
nesses make to the well-being of this Nation
and to observe this occasion with appropriate
ceremonies.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of August, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and nine-
teenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:19 a.m., August 10, 1994]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 11.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Convention on Pollock Resources
in the Central Bering Sea

August 9, 1994

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, | trans-



